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What if...

What if the grean became the glue?
Traes in kags and simpla plantings finking naighbaurhacds and caoling Ltha islandg,

What if we started where the footprints already are?
Instead of planning from above, we traced the paths people already make, physical social,
amational, and built from there.

Whal if we began anywhara?
& kench, @ path, & tree, every small 8ot a calalyst for larger change,

What if the town centre becams the island's living room?
Temporary furmiturs, arl, and ayanls lurming the high strast inlo a sccial feart.

what If we focused on getting shit done?
From endless meetings 1o visible movement, testing, bullding, leaming in real time.

What if young people lad the change?
Foulh-Dwill pop-uns and co-créated expariments a5 catalysls for pride and befanging

What if we planned by doing¥
Tactical, low-cost pilots to tesl kig ideas: banches, markings, micro-gardens.

What Il mistakes were milestones?
Fallure became a farm of lgarning, small nsxs turning into coliective wisdom,

What if co-creation became a local tradition and part of school work?
Walk & ralks, posicard workshops, and sireal-labs wrmimg planning inta shafed cwnership

What Il we made our own toals?
Inventing methods, maps, and materiais fit for the istand, amplilying local capacity and
craativity.

What il the island was a loop instead of @ mazeT
& connected walking &nd cysling path [sining town, nature, and waterfront,

What if nature was a rasult of an optimized infrastructura?
Lt ecology and microciimale guids Melure devalapmant and conneclions, Tha busingss
case is defined Dy less paved surface 1o Serdioe of renes

What if water wes our friend, not our fear?
Creata visible destinations and dynamos at the Thames, piers, decks, waler plazas, making
resilience parl of identity

What if we jumped fences?
Dresign, arl, ecalagy, and averyday lile miking lrasly, nd boundarias, just shared cunosily
and inweEntion

What if we dared to disturb the famifiar?
Il nostaigia wasn't a refuge but a material to remix. a way to spark fresh curiosity about
whal Canvey Sould Became

What If curlesity replaced judgment?
We stopped defining Canvey from the outside and began listening, mapping, and amplifying
its intarnal vaices.

What if laughter was a measure of progress?
Joy, humaur, and play became the puise of clvic growth, proof that collabaration is alive
and well,

What if tha ordinary becama extraordinary?
IF daily rituals ke gueuing for chips or walking the seawall were braated as cullural
parformances warth celebrating,

What if memoary was our material?
Wi buill withy slosies, scars, and songs, realing hislosy nal as weight bul a5 a springbeand
for renewal

What if craziness was a civic virtue?
Imagination, play, and small-scale absurdity as tools for civio pride and collective inventian,

Whal il collaboration was made visible?
The process (self pecame pubiic art, ransparens, participaiory, and delightfully Imperfect,

‘What if temporary experiments became permanant?
amall, tactical pilels live pop-ups, streal interventions, and micre-gardens evalye inla
lagting teatures, letiing tested ideas shape the future of The iland,

What if we turned challenges into potential?

Known for the moet innovative mobitity, Enown for the strongest community feeling. Enown
fod nalure-based storm surge adapiation, nol protestion. Evary palh, geslure, and gathering
a5 part af the island’s evelving identity

What if the island wasn't seen a3 a ses of sameness but an archipelago of stories?
Each sfreet, pier, and puddie a tale, and identity became a network of narratives rather than
a single bramd,
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What if...






What if...

Canvey Island won awards for best urban space?
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Canvey wasn’t a sea of sameness but an archipelago of stories? .

v - ) 1 -
y N WK, \ A o RTE e
¥ N wr % . N "
5 = - . o (g 1 B
. - < k. < NSORE
5 ¥ M & . g
) . .
N ol _ & | LA
» ' - - -
LR o’ Y et
" o 0%
- PR d . <
» v , R A
Wik X 4
. 1 S s . - P
WY L W | e
1« g \ ¥ e . <
LA ' . 5 .
L ~ . v
|. » ' » N - \ =
b y ‘ki,"‘ X, p LR - L - ': y
N . \ \ : 25 2 o s .
- ) 1. A N oeas
ait e A \ - i
\ ~ - ] -
- \ " P ’ * X T~ K g S
4 ] o v v »

B W P LR MRS THIRD NATURES




MoSTCURIOUS PLACE |

/

y

» /4

., o — —

--!' We II make Canvey Island CUI’IOUS agaln?

s

FHIRD NATURE

all and Coastguard Station.



WHAT WE FOUND
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Family Fun For All Ages

MAIN ENTRANCE

To Park and Seafront
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